Digital Photography II

Mr. Smith

Stop Action Video Production
Objective: 
Design and create a small video segment with either the still cameras or the video cameras provided.  This project will require a large number of single shots; proper time will be needed to take into consideration for downloading.  

Directions:  
With your group, create a story board with sketches and ideas that will be used to follow during the editing and shooting of all of all your shots.  

The story board will have to approved by the instructor prior to shooting the action shots needed.  The story board should contain all the material needed for the entire video segment.  
The first thing you need is, of course, an idea. Try to stick with something simple for your first one--any action that can be split up into smaller parts works well.

You may wish to make an inanimate object appear as though it is alive; for example, a sock inching its way across the floor or a piece of paper that crumples itself up. While brainstorming, keep in mind that you can expect to shoot around 10 photos for every second of film. 

Second, you'll need a digital camera. Since you won't be printed these photos, you can set your camera to the lowest size image setting. This will let you fit more images on your memory card at a time. Depending on how long you'd like your movie to be, you may need to "fill and dump" your camera (copying the photos to your computer and erasing the memory card) multiple times before you are finished

Shoot Your Animation:
Let's say, for example, that you would like to make that sock move itself across the floor. Start at the beginning: place the sock somewhere and take your first photo. Remember, you want to use camera (still frame) mode, not movie mode.

Using a tripod and only moving your object will make it appear as though your object is moving through your frame. Keeping the object in the same general area in each frame by moving the camera along with it will make it appear as though you are traveling with the object. It's up to you.

After you've taken your first photograph, move the sock slightly in the direction you want it to travel and take another photo. Move it again by the same distance, and take one more. Continue this until the sock reaches where you want it to stop. You can manipulate your object in creative ways to add visual interest to your film, just make sure that whatever movement your object makes is done slowly over several frames.

